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Editorial

This year, several interesting
activities and projects were carried
out by Vision H20. Water samples
were taken from different rivers,
lakes and also from the Aboujagane
estuary and analyzed. Alders, in a
section of the Kouchibouguac River,
were thinned out to promote a
better flow in the river. We also
participated in the Community
cleanup organized by the Rural
Community.

Awareness and education are at the
heart of our organization. A few
presentations were prepared for
the school year and eight
presentations were made during
the summer for youth camps in the
community.

In July, the group found something
very interesting in two of their traps
during their monthly inventory. Two
young salmon (smolts) were
captured in Bear Creek (Aboujagane
River tributary). A freshwater

mussel inventory was also done in ® ® GO
the Aboujagane River. ‘ ) d
Vision H20 is proud to announce ~
they have a new Facebook page.
Please visit
www.facebook.com/visionh2o for
more information or to like our
page. The new page is design to
keep the public informed on the
group’s activities.

Update of this Year’s
projects!

None of these projects would be 1. Dune Restoration

possible without a good team. The
group would like to say a big thank
you to the committee and all the
employees and volunteers for the
wonderful work done this year.

“. Kouchibouguac River
cleanup

J. Water quality monitoring

Julie Cormier, Director /\. Aboujagane River inventory

Johanne Paquette,
Coordinator

Mike Chadwick, President
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Dune restoration

This spring, grade 5 students
from Donat-Robichaud came to
the Aboiteau Beach to do a
beach sweep as well as plant
some marram grass on the
dunes. This summer, Vision H20
has installed Christmas trees at
the Aboiteau beach and snow
fence to protect the dunes.
Restoration work has continued
in Grand-Barachois (ch. Blue
Heron) and Bois Joli.

Here are a few photos that demonstrate the effort that was put towards dune protection.

Bois Joli Blue Heron road

Community Aquatic Monitoring Program (CAMP)

Since 2009, Vision H20 has participated to the Community Aquatic Monitoring Program (CAMP) to assess the state of its
coastal ecosystems. Each of the six sites is sampled monthly from June to August. Each month, a sample is taken using a beach
seine to monitor aquatic species. Water samples are taken and algae present at the site are identified. Here are some of the
species sampled this summer. Can you identify the crabs below? Answer is on the bottom of the page!
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Kouchibouguac River

In July, Vision H20 began its stream
cleanup in the Kouchibouguac River
(Kagibougouet). A lot of the work done
was thinning of alders to promote better
flow of the river near Vienneau Farm in
Saint-André-LeBlanc.

The river and its tributaries run from St-
André-LeBlanc to Cormier-Village. Trees
will be planted to improve and stabilize
riparian areas.

The objectives of the restoration work is
to assess the state of the stream and
work in maintaining and improving water
quality in order to maintain a favorable
habitat for fish reproduction.

AN

Kouchibouguac River cleanup (summer 2015).

Community gardening day!

In collaboration with Nature NB and the Eco-
Park of Cormier Village, a community
gardening day was organized on June 20™.
Two gardens were built to attract pollinators.
During the occasion, there was a live butterfly
release of the Canadian tiger swallowtail
(Papilio Canadensis), a presentation from the
Gaia project with their Mobile Energy Centre
as well as several other activities for kids. A
BBQ was served to all the participants and
volunteers of the activity. Thanks to all who
participated!

HERE ARE A FEW OF THE PLANTS USED IN OUR GARDEN TO ATTRACT BEES

Black eyed Susan Lavender
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Water quality monitoring

This summer, water samples were taken from
ten watercourses in the watershed. Also, the
estuary of the Aboujagane River was sampled
to assess the water quality of this ecosystem.
The results of all sampling will be revealed in
our final report for each project and put on
our website.

/J
FISH INVENTORY

A fish inventory was done by the group in different waterways to determine what fish are present. The traps (minnow trap)
were installed from July to October. We can see in this photo, taken in July in Bear Creek (tributary of the Aboujagane River),
a young salmon (top) and a brook trout (below). Do you know how to identify a young salmon? (Answer on bottom of photo).

RS

Answers: 1. a forked tail. 2. Black spots on back and sides. 3. No markings on fins or tail (brook Trout).

DATA LOGGERS

This summer, data loggers were placed in the
Kouchibouguac River (Kagibougouet) and Kinnear
River. This instrument takes the temperature of the
water at certain intervals.
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AbOUJagane Rlver Inventory

This summer the Aboujagane River
was surveyed to determine the
presence of freshwater mussels.
Having these filters present in a
stream is a good indicator of the
water quality. During our inventory
(photo on the right), the group found
44 specimen of the same species, the
Eastern Pearlshell (photo on the left).

DID YOU KNOW...

v' These filters are excellent bio-indicators.

v" Salmonids play an important role in the reproductive cycle of
freshwater mussels. The mussel larvae settles into the gills
for a certain period of time before releasing itself back into
the river.

v' His foot, which looks like a tongue, allows it to move.

v' Can live over a 100 years, but most have a life span of 10-40

years.

v' The Eastern pearlshell is found in the Aboujagane River (photo
on the right).
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Thank you to all our sponsors!
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