
 

 

 

 

  

Newsletter - Summer 2024 

A look back at a summer full of successes and 

achievements. We would like to express our deepest 

gratitude to all our partners and to all those who 

participated in our projects and activities. If you'd like to 

find out more about our organization or get involved, 

please don't hesitate to contact us. Take advantage of 

this beautiful season to explore our region's trails and 

reconnect with nature, which has so many health 

benefits. 

We wish you all a wonderful summer! 

The Vision H2O team 

 

Dune Restoration at Aboiteau and Gagnon Beaches 

In collaboration with Aboiteau Beach and Gagnon Beach Campground, the Vision H2O team has 

undertaken an ecological initiative to restore the dunes using recycled Christmas trees. Once installed 

along the beaches, these Christmas trees play an important role in stabilizing the dunes. The trees trap and 

accumulate sand transported by wind and water, helping to build and strengthen the dunes over time. In 

total, we installed 48 trees at Aboiteau Beach and 60 at Gagnon Beach. 

Restoring the region's dunes is important for our coastal tourism region, and these dunes are home to a 

variety of plant and animal species essential to the local ecosystem. In addition, sand dunes act as a first 

line of defense against erosion and storms, reducing the risk of flooding and infrastructure damage. This 

project reduced engaged the community in rebuilding our coastline.  

We would like to thank the teams at Aboiteau Beach and Gagnon Beach Campground for their help with 

this initiative, as well as all those who donated their Christmas trees. We also thank the NB Environmental 

Trust Fund. 



 

  

Restoration of Copp Brook 

DiGo Conservation Disc Golf Course Officially Opens in 

Cormier-Village 

In March 2024, a section of Copp Brook in Shemogue was cleaned up with the help of the Pointe-du-Chêne 

Harbour Authority. In May, the Vision H2O team planted 40 native species and several willow cuttings to 

stabilize the slope. This riparian restoration will help stabilize the shoreline and maintain its biodiversity. 

Over the next few years, Vision H2O will continue to monitor tree growth and the impact of our project on 

the ecosystem. 

June 8 2024 was the official opening of DiGo Conservation disc golf course in Cormier Village! The opening of 

the course was a great success. Vision H2O participated in the clean-up efforts by helping to prepare the site for 

the event. 

During the opening day and the following week, the course was open free of charge to those who wished to try it 

out. The first 12 holes (of a future 18) now cost $5 to play. More than half of the fees support local conservation 

efforts. By launching this course, DiGo Conservation aims to promote physical activity and protect the region's 

forests through disc golf.  

We would like to sincerely congratulate DiGo Conservation and all their partners on the launch of this beautiful 

project and all the work accomplished over the last few years (and following Hurricane Fiona).  

We loved playing our games. For those interested in trying out the course, it's located next to the Cormier-

Village Cultural and Sports Centre (645 Route 945) in a magnificent Acadian forest. Beginners improve quickly. 



 

  

Rainbow smelt 

Installation of water temperature loggers 

Following the clean-up of debris blocking Copp Brook in March, rainbow smelt spawned upstream of the site, 

indicating success. With the necessary permits, we collected smelt egg samples (fertilized) to attempt 

incubation of the eggs in a controlled environment with temperature-controlled aquariums. We entrusted them 

to the Homarus Center.  

The aim of this conservation project was to examine the potential for smelt aquaculture on a larger scale. Eyes 

and movement were observed through the eggs in the aquariums but hatching did not occur in the egg sample 

that had been collected near a school of smelts during the spawning run. 

The rainbow smelt is emblematic and a key species in our region's ecosystem. In addition to threats such as 

climate change and modifications to their habitats, smelts have many predators, including birds such as 

cormorants, as well as larger predators such as seals. The increased presence of Striped Bass invading our 

province's waters is also a threat. The presence of smelt indicates good water quality and a healthy 

environment, which is vital for local biodiversity and for the human communities that depend on these 

waterways for fishing and recreation. 

We would also like to stress the importance of maintaining good water quality in our waterways. 

Many thanks to the Homarus Eco-Centre. 

 

Vision H2O continues its annual water temperature monitoring project in our local streams, an initiative that 

has been underway for several years. In May, we installed several water temperature loggers at various 

sites. These devices record water temperature at regular intervals until October.  

We will then analyze the data to identify thermal variations. The information gathered will help us plan our 

restoration projects and contribute to research into the impacts of climate change.  

We would like to thank the NB Environmental Trust Fund for their financial support of our project. 



 

 

 

Upcoming event 

 
Milkweed distribution will take place at the Cap-Pelé municipal building on June 18 from 6 to 8 pm.  


